
BCT Feature 10

Why isn’t everyone 
batty about bats?
As readers of Bat News, it is fairly safe to assume that the
majority of you are interested in bats. However, as I recently
discovered, the UK public’s opinions on bats are often negative
and misguided. Using online research company, OnePoll, I
surveyed 1,000 adults across the UK. As far as I’m aware, this
is the first time this type of research has been carried out. The
majority of existing perception surveys surrounding bats
targeted people who are existing members of wildlife groups,
leading to possible bias and misconstruing the true perceptions
of the general public. I conducted this study to raise public
awareness on bats, and so that the bat community can identify
how to promote positive opinions on bats. 

I found that 4 out of 5 people liked bats, with the North East
and London coming out as
the regions where bats are
liked least. Tragically, I
also found that bats are the
third least favourite UK
land mammal, with rats
and mice taking the top
two spots. One possible
reason for this is
diminished awareness in
cities where people are
less likely to interact with
wildlife. I then asked
respondents who reported
they didn’t like bats to
elaborate on their reasons. 

The top reason was fear;
60% of young adults (18-
24) who don’t like bats
accounted for this because
they are scared, whilst
only 36% of respondents
aged 25-34 gave this
reason. This suggests that
young adults are less
aware of bats; education is
required from a young age
to prevent irrational fear
and the accumulation of
misconceptions. Other
reasons given for disliking
bats included that they are
unattractive (these people
clearly haven’t seen a bat
before!), and that they are
‘flying rats’– a common
misconception.

I gave respondents the opportunity to give their written
opinions on bats, and the results were extremely varied. Some
were very encouraging: ‘Amazing’, ‘Fascinating’,
‘Misunderstood’, ‘Essential to British wildlife’, whilst others
were less so: ‘Dark avenging creatures of the night’,
‘Disgusting’, ‘Disease ridden rodents’, ‘Vampires’. These
conflicting opinions reflect the fact that we still have a lot of

work to do in order to educate more people and it something
we can all help with.

I then delved deeper into the misconceptions surrounding
bats, and found that 25% of people didn’t know whether or
not bats fly into people’s hair, even though UK bats employ
sophisticated echolocation, making this highly unlikely to
occur. Some people also considered bats to be ‘vermin’,
despite the various benefits they provide us with such as
insect pest control. Furthermore, almost 4 in 10 people that
took part in the survey believe that UK bats are blind. Bat
diversity is also largely unknown, with 62% of people
believing that there are fewer than 100 species worldwide –
there are actually over 1,300!

A crucial part of bat
conservation is the
legislation to protect bats.
While 7 out of 10 people are
aware that bats are
protected, this is lower in
younger age groups.
Worryingly, of young adults
surveyed aged 18-24, 53%
are unaware that UK bats are
protected, making it illegal
to capture, disturb or destroy
their roosts. Furthermore,
only 63% of UK adults
surveyed are aware that
renovating, converting, or
demolishing buildings could
adversely affect bat
populations – this could
directly affect bat crime
occurrences. It is vital that
awareness is improved, in
order to sustain our bat
populations dwelling within
buildings. 

Although awareness is
improving (in particular
across social media), this
research shows that the
public is vulnerable to
forming negative opinions
on bats, largely based on
misinformation or
misconceptions. By
continually educating the
public from a young age, I
believe that we can make

more people appreciate just how wonderful and useful bats are.
The value of bats to the public is undeniable (e.g. it’s estimated
that they contribute over $1 billion/year to corn production
alone through insect pest control), so more people should join
us and become batty about bats!
Want to know more? Contact me:
charlotte.chivers@onepoll.com


